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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the filing of 8-1 7-2008. Claims 1 -1 0 and 1 2-21 are pending 
and have been considered below: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 -1 0 and 1 2-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Komar et al (US 2003/0079224 A1 ) in view of Kitsukawa et al. 
("Kitsukawa" 6282713 B1) and Ma etal. ("Ma" 6347313 B1). 

Claim 1 and 10: Komar discloses a method and system comprising: 

Maintaining a searchable digital image database wherein said digital image database 
contains at least one data item comprising a digital image (Page 3, Paragraph 24); Here 
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a database disclosed in which a 3d digital image can be retrieved. This discloses the 
capability to store images and search for an image since databases includes operation 
like searching. Therefore it would have been obvious and is of the ordinary capability of 
one skilled in the art to provide a searchable database for digital images. 

associating at least one object with a data item of said at least one data item, wherein 
said at least one object contains information relevant to said data item and wherein said 
at least one object comprises an iconette (Page 2, Paragraph 20-21 ; Page 4, Paragraph 
31); 

and further wherein said information relevant to said at least one data item comprises 
detailed information about said at least one digital image only (Page 2, Paragraph 19; 
Page 3, Paragraph 23) Here the in addition to being able to provide information about 
the product within the image it also can provide display area format data which deals 
with the actual image itself such as the bitmap information. Disclosed is the functionality 
to display both sources of information and one or the other as deemed for that the 
selected area. 

displaying said data item in allocation of a display screen proximate to said at least one 
object, and wherein a selection of said at least one object invokes a display of said 
information relevant to said data item, wherein said data item is displayed 
simultaneously with said display of said information relevant to said data item Page 2, 
Paragraph 16; Page 3, Paragraph 25). 
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However Komar does not explicitly disclose a compacted view and that said compacted 
view of said data item is a compacted representation of said data item. However 
Kitsukawa discloses a method for providing on demand electronic advertising and 
further discloses a compacted view of an image (Figure 5, Column 8, Lines 57-67). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to include a compacted view of the image in Komar as taught by 
Kitsukawa. One would have been motivated to have the compacted view to show 
detailed images of possible selections such as unobstructed view with focus set on item 
only. 

Komar also does not explicitly disclose that a user searches through the database. 
However Ma has disclosed an image database that allows a user to search for a 
particular image (abstract). Therefore it would have been obvious to make the database 
in Komar a user searchable database as taught by Ma. One would have been motivated 
to allow the user to search the database because it would provide a direct and efficient 
query for known items of interest to the user. 

Claim 2 and 12: Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method and system as in 
Claims 1 and 10 above and further discloses automatically invoking display of 
information relevant to said data item in response to dragging a graphically displayed 
cursor across said at least one object displayed on said display screen ( Komar: Page 2, 
Paragraph 21; Page 4, Paragraph 31 and 32). 
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Claim 3 : Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method and system as in Claim 1 
above and further discloses selecting said at least one object to invoke a display of 
information relevant to said data item ( Komar: Page 2, Paragraph 16). 



Claim 4 and 14: Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method and system as in 
Claims 1 and 10 above and further discloses information relevant to said data item in a 
form of graphical pop-up window, which when selected by user activates an additional 
graphical window comprising further information relevant to said data item ( Komar: 
Page 3, Paragraph 25), (Page 4, Paragraph 31 and 32). 

Claim 5 and 15: Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose information relevant to said data 
item in a form of graphical pop-up window, which when selected by user activates an 
additional graphical window comprising further information relevant to said data item as 
in Claims 4 and 14 above and further discloses that the additional graphical window 
comprises an interactive region for initiating at least one user transaction thereof 
( Komar: Page 2, Paragraph 16). 

Claim 6 and 16: Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method and system as in 
Claims 1 and 10 above and further discloses at least one object as a graphical iconette 
displayable on said display screen ( Komar: Page 2, Paragraph 16; Page 4, Paragraph 
4, Page 31). 
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Claim 7 and 17: Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method and system as in 
Claims 1 and 10 above and further discloses that the item comprises a graphical image 
( Komar: Page 2, Paragraph 17; Page 3, Paragraph 26). 

Claim 8 and 18: Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method and system as in 
Claims 1 and 10 above and further discloses displaying a compacted view of a plurality 
of data items in a display area of a display screen, wherein at least one data item 
among said plurality of data items is displayed proximate to at least one object 
containing information relevant to said at least one data item, wherein a selection of 
said at least one object invokes a display of information relevant to said at least one 
data item ( Komar: Page 2, Paragraph 16; Page 23, Paragraph 23; Page 4, Paragraph 
31). 



Claim 9: Komar. Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method as in Claim 1 above and further 
discloses 

a.) displaying data associated with said data item as a graphical icon on said display 
screen ( Komar: Page 2, Paragraph 16 and 20); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/756,988 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2175 

b.) displaying said at least one object as an a graphical iconette embedded within a 
graphical frame surrounding said graphical icon, wherein said graphical iconette can be 
invoked by said user to display information relevant to said graphical icon ( Komar: Page 
4, Paragraph 31). 



3. Claim 13 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Komar 
etal ("Komar"US 2003/0079224 A1 ), Kitsukawa etal. ("Kitsukawa" 628271 3 B1 ) and 
Ma et al. ("Ma" 634731 3 B1 ) as applied to Claims 1 0 and in further view o f Willner et al. 
("Willner" 7149370) and Davis et al ("Davis" 7010144 B1). 



Claim 13: Komar, Kitsukawa and Ma disclose a method and system as in Claim 10 
above and further discloses selecting said at least one object to invoke a display of 
information relevant to said data item ( Komar: Page 2, Paragraph 16). But does not 
explicitly disclose wherein said object of information includes copyrights and at least 
one of the following; file size, file format, royalties file permissions and conditions of use. 
However Willner discloses a method and device for image surfing and discloses 
providing additional information about image including file size (Column 8, Lines 24-31). 
Additionally Davis discloses associating image metadata with an image which includes 
copyright information and format (Column 10, Lines 24-29 and 50-51; Column 11, Lines 
8-10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time of the invention to provide file information as relevant information in the modified 
Komar as taught by Willner and Davis. One would have been motivated to provide file 
information to inform user of specific details which can enhance user's knowledge and 
inform them of conditions. 



4. Claim 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Komar 
etal ("Komar"US 2003/0079224 A1 ) in view of Kitsukawa et al. ("Kitsukawa" 6282713 
B1 ), Ma etal. ("Ma" 634731 3 B1 ) and Gavraud et al ("Gayraud" 5436637). 



Claim 20: Komar discloses a system comprising: 

Maintaining a searchable digital image database wherein said digital image database 
contains at least one data item comprising a digital image (Page 3, Paragraph 24); Here 
a database disclosed in which a 3d digital image can be retrieved. This discloses the 
capability to store images and search for an image since databases includes operation 
like searching. Therefore it would have been obvious and is of the ordinary capability of 
one skilled in the art to provide a searchable database for digital images. 
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at least one iconette associated with a data item of said at least one data item wherein 
said at least one iconette contains information relevant to said to data item (Page 4, 
Paragraph 31); Once selected the information about item is available therefore an icon 
or iconette is associated with the item. 

and wherein said information relevant to said at least one data item comprises detailed 
information about said at least one digital image only (Page 2, Paragraph 19; Page 3, 
Paragraph 23) Here the in addition to being able to provide information about the 
product within the image it also can provide display area format data which deals with 
the actual image itself such as the bitmap information. Disclosed is the functionality to 
display both sources of information and one or the other as deemed for that the 
selected area. 

a display module for displaying a compacted view of said data item in a location of a 
display screen proximate to said at least one iconette, and wherein a selection of said at 
least one iconette invokes a display of information relevant to said data item and 
wherein said data item is displayed simultaneously with said display of said information 
relevant to said data item (Page 3, Paragraph 25; Page 2, Paragraph 16; Page 2, 
Paragraph 20; Page 4, Paragraph 31). 

However Komar does not explicitly disclose a compacted view and that said compacted 
view of said data item is a compacted representation of said data item. However 
Kitsukawa discloses a method for providing on demand electronic advertising and 
further discloses a compacted view of an image (Figure 5, Column 8, Lines 57-67). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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of the invention to include a compacted view of the image in Komar as taught by 
Kitsukawa. One would have been motivated to have the compacted view to show 
detailed images of possible selections such as unobstructed view with focus set on item 
only. 

Komar also does not explicitly disclose wherein said display module displays data 
associated with said data item as a graphical icon on said display screen 
But Gayraud discloses a graphical user interface system and methods for improved 
user feedback and further discloses hints of icons containing text or graphical messages 
of what an icon represents (Column 3, Lines 45-59). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include hints 
of data about what the icon represented in Komar as taught by Gayraud. One would 
have been motivated to have hints about the icon to improve the user-friendly aspect of 
the application because it allows the user to view where the icon will guide the user. 

Komar also does not explicitly disclose that a user searches through the database. 
However Ma has disclosed an image database that allows a user to search for a 
particular image (abstract). Therefore it would have been obvious to make the database 
in Komar a user searchable database as taught by Ma. One would have been motivated 
to allow the user to search the database because it would provide a direct and efficient 
query for known items of interest to the user. 
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5. Claim 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Komar 
etal ("Komar"US 2003/0079224 A1 ), Kitsukawa etal. ("Kitsukawa" 628271 3 B1 ), Ma et 
a! ("Ma" 6347313 B1) and Gavraud et al ("Gayraud" 5436637) as applied to Claim 20 
and in further view of Willner etal. ("Willner" 7149370) and Davis et al ("Davis" 7010144 
B1). 

Claim 21: Komar, Kitsukawa, Ma and Gavraud disclose a method and system as in 
Claim 20 above and further discloses selection module for selecting said at least one 
iconette to invoke said display of information relevant to said data item ( Komar: Page 2, 
Paragraph 16). But does not explicitly disclose wherein said object of information 
includes copyrights and at least one of the following; file size, file format, royalties file 
permissions and conditions of use. However Willner discloses a method and device for 
image surfing and discloses providing additional information about image including file 
size (Column 8, Lines 24-31). Additionally Davis discloses associating image metadata 
with an image which includes copyright information and format (Column 10, Lines 24-29 
and 50-51 ; Column 1 1 , Lines 8-10). Therefore it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide file information as relevant 
information in the modified Komar as taught by Willner and Davis. One would have 
been motivated to provide file information to inform user of specific details which can 
enhance user's knowledge and inform them of conditions. 
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Response to Arguments 

Argument of Claims: Applicants arguments have been considered but are moot in 
view of new ground(s) of rejection, as necessitated by Applicants amendment and 
rewriting of the Claims. 

Per Claim 1 , displaying digital image information only; The ability to display information 
rather it be about a product or a image is notoriously well known the art because as 
noted by applicant, data/information is just a string of ones and zeros and therefore for 
can be manipulated by the user however they choose and anyone of ordinary skill in the 
art would be easily capable of providing a display containing that information. 
To further elaborate, displaying the information rather it be about a product or the image 
itself is not novel. The information can be manipulated as a programmer sees fit and 
therefore it would have been obvious that if the programmer needed to display 
information about a product or the image itself it could be easily performed, as shown by 
the references provided. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071 , 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
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Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, the motivation 
does not have to come out of the reference it is from the understanding that if a item is 
partially blocked that a user will not get a full display or understanding of the item of 
interest. 

The combinations of arts do not have to provide the functionality based on the same 
motivations and problems intended to be solved by the applicants' invention. Therefore 
if the prior art is capable of performing the same action as the intended invention, the 
motivation to achieve it can be different. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Sherrod Keaton whose telephone number is 571) 270-1697. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Mon. thru Fri. and alternating Fri. off (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
William Bashore can be reached on 571-272-4088. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3800. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800- 
786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SLK 
1-5-09 



/William L. Bashore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



